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TOURISM
• Take strong “no regrets” measures to preserve the quality of natural and historical attractions.
• Enhance the resilience of tourism infrastructure and facilities to climate impacts. 
• Create a more environmentally responsible tourism industry.

Loss of or more costly damage to tourism infrastructure and properties from floods, stronger
hurricanes and storm surges, and sea level rise.

• Improve drainage around critical tourism
infrastructure and properties. (PA) 

• Ensure “climate-proof” structures by improving
construction standards - overhaul outdated building
regulations, retrofit existing structures, and improve
surveillance and enforcement of planning and building
laws/regulations and approval conditions. (PA)  

• Work towards enhanced insurance coverage of
critical tourism infrastructure and properties. (PA)

• Enhance industry hurricane preparedness and
resilience, including through evacuation and recovery
plans. (PA)

• Increase setback and elevation requirements for
coastal tourism infrastructure/facilities. (PA)

• Educate developers about the increasing risk of
building in low-lying coastal areas. (PA)

• Develop best practice guidelines for developers to
protect their properties from climate impacts. (PA)

• Avoid higher risk tourism development styles, e.g.
building villas in and over the ocean. (PA)

• Where feasible, in highly vulnerable areas, establish
“no build areas” for critical tourism infrastructure and
properties. (PA)

• Invest in “soft” measures (e.g. mangroves) to protect
existing vulnerable tourism infrastructure and properties. (PA)

• If necessary, and where appropriate, invest in ‘hard”
engineering structures (e.g. sea walls) to help protect
existing vulnerable tourism infrastructure and
properties. (LRA)

Diminished natural tourist attractions, e.g. coral reefs, beaches and wildlife.

• Enhance protection of natural tourist attractions and supporting ecosystems as described above under
relevant sections. (PA)

• Diversify base of tourism industry – develop and promote less vulnerable land-based attractions and
activities (e.g. national parks, historical sites, bird watching, hiking and cultural events). (PA) 

Photo credit: Department of Disaster Management

Photo credit: Department of Disaster Management



Page 23

Rising overheads in energy, water, and insurance.

• Increase energy and water conservation and efficiency in tourism properties. (PA)

• Encourage use of renewable energies in tourism properties. (PA)

• Incorporate “green” design in tourism properties, e.g. natural cooling and lighting. (PA)

• Encourage use of more efficient cooling systems (and proper maintenance of systems). (PA) 

• Reduce insurance claims by ensuring “climate-proof” structures. (PA)

• Work towards the Caribbean being recognised as an insurance zone separate from
areas of the United States so that climatic events in the U.S. do not increase insurance
rates in the Caribbean. (PA)

More tourists seeking carbon neutral or energy efficient destinations.

• Develop opportunities for tourists to “offset” their
vacation carbon emissions. (PA) 

• Make tourism industry more environmentally
friendly to attract the growing number of
environmentally conscious travelers. (PA)

• Encourage energy conservation programmes in
the tourism sector.(PA)

• Develop and enforce energy efficiency standards
for the tourism sector. (PA) 

• Encourage use of renewable energies in tourism
properties. (PA)

• Participate in green certification programmes for the
tourism sector, such as Green Globe. 
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Deterrents to travelers including, warmer winters, less comfortable and stable VI climate, higher
airfares and increased dengue fever outbreaks.

• Reframe/reposition The Virgin Islands as more than just a winter getaway. (PA)

• Offer incentive packages and develop events to attract vacationers during the summer.  (PA) 

• Reorient the industry towards more resilient high-end and adventure driven tourists. (PA)

• Enhance dengue fever prevention and control programmes to maintain high traveler confidence. (PA) 


